
 

Essential Things to Know Regarding College Readiness and the 
11th Grade Administration of the ACT Test 

 

Why is this test important to my child’s future and how does it impact college? 

 All 11th Grade students (juniors) take the ACT free of charge as part of the NC School Accountability Program. 

 The ACT is a national college admissions test measuring what students have learned in high school to determine 
academic readiness for college.  All four-year colleges and universities in the US accept ACT results.  

 ACT includes subject area tests in English, Mathematics, Reading, and Science plus a Writing piece and takes 
approximately 4 hours to complete.  

 NC has established benchmarks to assess student readiness for college entrance.  The score range for each test 
is 1-36; scoring at or above the benchmark score for each test is an indicator of college readiness.  ACT will take 
each subject area score and convert to an overall composite score as an overall indication of college readiness.  

Subtest Score Range Benchmark 

English 1–36 18 

Math 1–36 22 

Reading 1–36 22 

Science 1–36 23 

Writing  1–12 7 

 

Why is this important now and in my child’s senior year? 

 Beginning Fall 2019, students not meeting ACT benchmarks in English and Math will be required to participate in 
the Career & College Ready Graduates Programming during senior year to strengthen Reading and Math Skills to 
ensure students are college ready by the time of graduation.  This programming will be embedded into senior 
level English and Mathematics courses in which students are enrolled during the last year of high school and will 
focus on skill gaps and college readiness.  

 

Average Composite ACT Scores of Popular Universities 
WCU     22.4 

Appalachian State  25 

UNC Chapel Hill  30 

NC State   29 

UNCG    23 

UNC Charlotte   25 

 
*For more information, please contact your student’s counselor at his/her high school. 

 
Jackson County Schools is an Equal Opportunity Employer and Educator who fully and actively supports equal access for all people regardless of Race, Color, Religion, 
Gender, Age, National Origin, Veteran Status, Disability, Genetic Information or Testing, Family and Medical Leave. We prohibit Retaliation against individuals who 
bring forth any complaint, orally or in writing, to the employer or the government, or against any individuals who assist or practice in the investigation of any 
complaint, or otherwise oppose discrimination. 

Students should do their absolute best on the ACT to (1) ensure admission into his/her college of choice 

and (2) to avoid taking remedial coursework in the senior year of high school. 

ACT Testing Date for Juniors: 

Wednesday, February 20, 2019 


