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important themes in what they have been reading.

Action Strategies for Deepening Comprehension, J. Wilhelm, Ph.D.

After students have read a text (literary or informational), 1) ask them to

Making Thinking Visible, Ritchhart, Church, & Morrison

Instructional Activity:

Research / Resources:

consider the core ideas. 2) Write a headline for the topic or issue that captures an important aspect or core
idea. 3) Students share the headline with a partner or small group, including the story and reasoning behind
their choices. 4) Teacher creates a class collection of the headlines that documents the group's thinking.

Variation activity: Exploring Literary Themes with "Headlines"
1) Choose a rich literary text for students to read. 2) After reading, ask students to name songs that would
best capture a central theme from the novel they are reading, explaining and justifying their choices.
3) Class listens to the mix of song selections and reflects on how they portray the central theme.
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