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Literacy Strategies
Cubing

This strategy was originally
intended to be a writing
strategy to explore topics or
subjects from a variety of
dimensions.  A concrete visual
of a cube is used to consider
these multiple dimensions.

It is best to introduce the
activity with a familiar topic,
going through each of the
steps to model their application
to that particular topic.  Then,
students can work individually
or in groups to go through each
side of the cube.

The Six Sides of the Cube:
1. Describe it (including color, shape, size (if applicable)—How would you describe

the issue/topic?

2. Compare it (what it is similar to or different from)—“It’s sort of like”

3. Associate it (what it makes you think of )—How does the topic connect to other
issues/subjects?

4. Analyze it (tell how it is made or what it is composed of )—How would you break
the problem/issue into smaller parts?

5. Apply it (tell how it can be used)—How does it help you understand other
topics/issues?

6. Argue for/against it (take a stand and support it)—I am for this because/This
works because/I agree because

Cubing encourages students to look at information in different ways and to use different
ways of thinking—critical thinking!  The information that comes from the different consid-
erations of the material can be used to complete descriptive writing assignments that can
begin with short paragraphs and evolve into longer essays or research papers.

Cubing

Reaction Guide
Agree Disagree

1.    Students who are good in social studies
       generally have high literacy competencies.

2.    Writing in the social studies classroom
       is a craft that can be taught and refined.

3.    Literacy strategies are often integrated
       into content teaching across the curriculum.


