






















40 Ways to Read Like a Detective: 

Skim, Scan, Peruse, or Browse

Guide students in giving a text the once-over before committing to it. Though concerns

arise when students attempt to scan a text as a deep-reading methodology, the task of scanning a text to 

obtain the gist can certainly have value. 

Instructional Select a text for students which has an obvious layout/organization which is

approximately 1-2 pages long. Give students 2-3 minutes to skim through the text. Following this, have 

students break into small groups and discuss briefly their thoughts about the text. It is recommended that 

teachers avoid "reading check questions" (questions which ask students to look for discrete pieces of 

information) for this activity. 

Res ea rces: 
Reading for Understanding, RAND Education 
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40 Ways to Read Like a Detective: 

Is this Legit?

For this strategy, students explore the evidence in a speech. One way in which teachers 

can help students understand how to support their own arguments is to have them explore the validity of 

the evidence that others use. Have students: 1} identify the evidence, 2} determine the type of evidence 

(logical, emotional, persuasive, etc.}, and 3} discern the credibility of the evidence. 

Instructional Find two audio recordings of speeches (of no more than 7 minutes each) 

wherein the speakers take opposing sides (e.g., presidential or gubernatorial debate). Ask students to just 

listen the first time through. As the speeches play a second time, ask students to take note of what 

evidence the speakers use to support their points. Following this, have students break into small groups to 

discuss the types of evidence used and to discern the credibility of the evidence. 

Res ea rces: 

5 Things Every Teacher Should be Doing to Meet the Common Core State Standards, Eye on Education 
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40 Ways to Read Like a Detective: 

Strategy: Headlines

Description: This strategy asks students to reflect and synthesize as they identify the big ideas and 
important themes in what they have been reading. 

Instructional Activity: After students have read a text (literary or informational), 1) ask them to 
consider the core ideas. 2) Write a headline for the topic or issue that captures an important aspect or core 
idea. 3) Students share the headline with a partner or small group, including the story and reasoning behind 
their choices. 4) Teacher creates a class collection of the headlines that documents the group's thinking. 

Variation activity: Exploring Literary Themes with "Headlines" 
1) Choose a rich literary text for students to read. 2) After reading, ask students to name songs that would 
best capture a central theme from the novel they are reading, explaining and justifying their choices.
3) Class listens to the mix of song selections and reflects on how they portray the central theme.

Research / Resources: Making Thinking Visible, Ritchhart, Church, & Morrison

Action Strategies for Deepening Comprehension, J. Wilhelm, Ph.D. 
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40 Ways to Read Like a Detective: 

Present It

One of the best and easiest ways in which teachers can integrate Speaking and Listening 

Standards and encourage students to read deeply is to set aside time for students to give presentations on 

various topics throughout the school year. 

Instructional Ask students to select topics of their choosing which are relevant to current

local, national, or global events. Students will choose, explore, and synthesize a minimum of five credible 

sources {preferably from varying media) pertaining to their chosen topics. Have students prepare 

presentations {of at least five minutes) on the topics in which they 1) explain the topic, 2) synthesize 

resources, 3) offer their own points of view, 4) utilize technology to enhance their presentations, and 

5) knowledgably answer questions from the audience.

Teaching Students to Read Like Detectives, Fisher, Frey, & Lapp

Well Spoken: Teaching Speaking to All Students, Erik Palmer 
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40 Ways to Read Like a Detective: 

Academic Vocabulary-Elementary

Tier Two words (what the Standards refer to as general academic words) are far more 

likely to appear in written texts than in speech. They appear in all sorts of texts: informational texts (words 

such as relative, vary, formulate, specificity, and accumulate), technical texts (calibrate, itemize, periphery), 

and literary texts (misfortune, dignified, faltered, unabashedly). Tier Two words often represent subtle or 

precise ways to say relatively simple things-saunter instead of walk, for example. Because Tier Two words 

are found across many types of texts, they are highly generalizable. 

Instructional Teacher chooses a rich text and selects the Tier Two words. Refer to the

rubric to determine which ones to teach. Now, follow this sequence: Read the text. Contextualize the word 

within the story. Have students say the word. Provide a student-friendly explanation of the word. Present 

examples of the word in contexts different from the story context. Engage students in activities that get 

them to interact with the words. Have students say the word. 

Academic Vocabulary Rubric (available on the ELA Resources LiveBinder) 

Bringing Words to Life, Beck, McKeown, & Kucan 
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